2011 Sutton Veny Flower Show Round -up Report
2011 proved to be another very successful year for the Flower Show. Luckily the rain held off yet again. Attendance was excellent with our gate takings almost equalling last year. We were very pleased with the turnout in the current economic climate and see it as a sign of community loyalty, which is very much appreciated. 
The show would not take place at all if it were not for the support of all of our helpers, judges, stallholders, entrants, and attendees as well as those behind the scenes providing ideas and inspiration.
The marquee was, as usual, full of beautiful creations from floral displays to handicrafts, all revealing the extent of our diverse local talent.  Encouragingly the number of entries was almost identical to last year. 
There were many stunningly creative floral creations showing the skills of the local flower arrangers. As usual we were very pleased at the standard and flair displayed in the photographic section. 

The children’s section revealed the skill of local children from the older children’s wire models to the younger entrants’ natural art such as the tree pictures. Many congratulations must go to Lilly Reade for her stunning tree art that most deservedly won Best in Show. The trophy almost dwarfed the winner in the Journal photos.

In the fruit and vegetable section there were some stupendous entries in terms of size and quality. The weather this spring and early summer was very odd and we wondered if this would have a detrimental impact on the number of produce entries. In fact, although the number of entries in certain categories rose, others dropped making the actual number similar to that in 2010.
Many congratulations must go to Mr Trevor Carter of Sutton Veny for almost entirely sweeping the board in terms of vegetable and fruit prizes. This just goes to show the talent of the new allotment holders. We look forward to more quality entries in 2012 and trust that the number of entries will continue to rise as more and more of us grow our own produce. 

In terms of domestic entries the Victoria sponge was, as usual, very well contested. There were also more successful male entries in the baking which is very encouraging. We had already taken out the ‘men only’ sections to encourage a more level playing field, and the men have proved more than capable of beating the local female domestic goddesses. It was also pleasing to see many under 16’s entering the adult classes and often beating the adults (often their own parents!)
The handicraft section was inspiring as usual with a range of crafts from wire sculpture to stitched items and handmade pottery. Many children entered this section and did very well indeed. We hope that this continues to be the case as we enjoy seeing young talent in the marquee.

On the field there were a large range of stalls and activities. The Dog Show was popular as usual, as was the dog agility show. We added to our usual range of Flower Show stalls with a new Welly Whanging competition. This proved to be a very popular event and we will continue this for the foreseeable future with bigger and better prizes. 

As we had a very successful year we have funds to distribute as usual. If any local organizations would like to apply for funding please email jules.tuff@btinternet.com by 8th October or drop a letter into 3 Walnut Close.
For next year we are planning a display of previous Flower Show Schedules. If anyone has copies of previous schedules from the 80’s and 90’s as well as more recent copies from 2000 onwards we would be very grateful to be lent a copy. Any photos of previous winners with their trophies would also be most welcome. Please send any scanned items to jules.tuff@btinernet.com or hard copies to Julia Tuff at 3 Walnut Close, Sutton Veny with your name and contact number on the envelope. We will endeavour to return any items that we receive.
Marquee auction
Other new changes that are planned are an auction of items from the marquee at the end of the show. Any items that are to be auctioned will be marked accordingly when they are displayed and the funds raised from the auction will be used towards the following year’s show.
Next years show is to be on the 14th July 2012. See you there.
Julia Tuff

Chair of Sutton Veny Flower Show
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