GEORGE RUSSELL

25th November 1938 to 3rd December 2011

It is with great sadness that the Trustees of Sutton Veny Village Hall learned that George Russell had died suddenly, early in December.

George and his family moved into the Sutton Veny Police House in January 1968, and a month later was appointed Chairman of a Committee tasked with raising money to build a Village Hall which was completed and opened in October 1972.  As a Traffic Policeman he was aware of the volume of holiday traffic travelling west on summer weekends.  So was born “the caravan” manned by a succession of fifty volunteers selling hot dogs and hot drinks to motorists using the Willoughby Edge lay-by on the A303.  Trading for forty-eight hours on peak weekends brought in a profit of £1500 - worth a great deal then! In November 1968 the first communal Bonfire with a firework display, costing £14.14s.0d (£14.70p) was held.  George took part (even managing an hour or two at the event whilst on duty) and ever since.  George was Hall Treasurer for many years and often speculated on how many thousands of pounds were counted on the dining room table when preparing proceeds of events for banking.  The original “News Letter” was issued by the Rev. Roland Desch, but when he left the Parish, the News Letter was taken on by the Village Hall Committee and, in particular Ken Warsop, together with the Russells and other Committee members, as an essential means of communication to fuel the effort! To-day, although under a new format it is still a very popular publication and is circulated to all residents in Sutton Veny.

The Trustees will always be grateful to George for his continued support, together with his wife, Jill, who also gave tireless support to the Hall, over so many, many years.

Our sincere condolences are sent to Jill, Alan, Brian, Janet, all the grandsons, and the family.  Our grateful thanks George, a true and wonderful gentleman, for your support.

The Trustees – Sutton Veny Village Hall.
NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEES

The Trustee’s Christmas Fayre took place on Saturday 3rd December 2011, and the hall was a welcoming sight with decorations, tables laden with goodies of every description, Father Christmas seated in his Grotto with gifts for the children, a bumper raffle, coffee and hot mince-pies, and a real ‘buzz”.  Christmas was coming!!! 

Everyone enjoyed the ambience and so many people supported the Trustees by either having a table or purchasing the various items on sale. The Trustees thank everyone who donated prizes to the bumper raffle – School of Dancing, Wylye Valley Flower Club, WI Lite, Parish Council, Friends of the School, Dennis & Yvonne Trudgett, Pat Blackwood, Sutton Veny WI, “Little Trims”, Church of St. John, Heather Stanley, Fuchsia Society, Mary Clarke, Pampered Chef, Trustees of Sutton Veny Village Hall, and Anon (wine). A fantastic Fayre and enjoyed by so many!!.

Yvonne Trudgett

SUTTON VENY PARISH COUNCIL

Sutton Veny Parish council met on December 6th with eight Councillors present; apologies from Councillor Coward and Councillor Rhe De Philipe.

It has been a quiet month for the Parish Council with not too much to report.

Sports Relief Day.  Sunday the 25th of March is sport relief day and there will be a fun run held in the village.  Hopefully as many villagers can take part to raise money for comic relief as possible.  We will give you more information nearer the time on this fun activity.

Village Signs.  We have had some lovely pictures sent to us offering ideas for new village signs, showing what we think represents Sutton Veny best.  This is on-going and we let you know the outcome in early 2012.

The School Clock. We are aware that one side of the School Clock isn’t working and we are in the process of getting quotes to have it repaired.

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. June 2012 sees the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee with two extra bank holidays.  Lots of activities are being planned for Sutton Veny to mark this special occasion.  Brian Long has been holding meetings so villagers can get involved and offer help to make this a memorable day. For further information of the Diamond Jubilee please contact Brian Long.

Finally the Parish Council would like to remind everyone to wear bright clothing on these dark winter nights, especially if you are riding your bike or jogging. 

The Parish Council would like to wish everyone a very happy new year and best wishes for 2012.

Rachel Guerri-Fear

THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

Back2-52

Children playing in the High Street…What next?  How about Dancing, Singing, Music, Fancy Dress, Street Theatre, Knobbly Knees, Glamorous Grannie. 

As part of the Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebration plans are afoot to hold a street party on Tuesday 5th June, which will include all the above activities and more.  Its success is totally dependent on the people of the village taking part, letting their hair down and joining in the fun.

The Theme is Back2-52.

The plan so far is to close the High Street between Norton Road and Bests Lane Junction.  The “Back Drop” for the Street Party is a vehicle free street.  Arrangements are being made to transport those villagers from outside this area, by “period transport”….  A kind of park and ride.  We have the use of tables and chairs but hopefully people can provide their own so that we can seat all concerned and make the day a huge party.

As a result of leafleting all the residents in the area directly affected by the road closure we have had a very positive response.  Apologies to those who think they have been excluded, this was a necessary exercise to judge the response of those directly affected by the road closure.

On Monday 4th June we aim to hold a 1950’s dance in the village hall, glitter ball and all.  Remember this is before the present dance style of bobbing up and down in front of your partner.  Waltz, Quickstep, Foxtrot, Swing, old time Valetta, St Bernard’s Waltz.  Jiving was a little later than that but it was a fun dance so we shall have some of that.  We hope to be able to organize some very basic dance lessons so you enjoy the occasion.  Not Strictly Sutton Come Dancing but Strictly Sutton Fun Dancing.

After the Street Party we would hope to have an evening’s entertainment in the Village Hall by the people of Sutton for the people of Sutton.  I am sure there are some of you that have lots of talent to show, some with a little talent who may like to work with someone else to share the embarrassment; and there are others who wouldn’t mind joining in the fun whatever the outcome.  Be brave.

We shall be holding an open meeting at 7.30pm on Wednesday 18th January in the Village Hall to progress ideas.  Why not come along with your ideas.  If you can’t make it you can post your ideas in the Back2-52 post box, outside Jessamine Cottage next to the Woolpack, above the old water pump.  We may even have that working on June 5th.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD APPEAL

On behalf of the Samaritan's Purse 'Operation Christmas Child Appeal' I would like to thank all those families in our village who packed a shoebox with Christmas gifts for underprivileged children across Africa, Eastern Europe and Central Asia.  An amazing 68 boxes were delivered to Melksham for packing and delivering in time for Christmas.  Some families in the village have been supporting this initiative for many years but this year members of the WI Lite were given a talk and shown a video by Hilary and Bev from Melksham.  The ladies so inspired members of the WI last year that many packed boxes again this year.  A special 'THANK YOU' to you ALL - last year nearly 1.2 million shoeboxes were sent from the UK, this year boxes from Sutton Veny will, hopefully, have helped to put smiles on the faces of more than 1.2 million children. 

Judy Cooper

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2011 

The final total (for Sutton Veny) of £1103.86 includes the house to house and church collections and a donation from the Parish Council.

Thank you, everyone, without your help the Royal British Legion would be unable to continue their vital welfare and benevolent work.

Annie Lowe.

GEORGE RUSSELL

The family and I thank neighbours and friends for their kind messages of sympathy and support sent to us on George’s death. Especially appreciated were those sharing happy memories of him with us. 

Mrs Jill Russell 

Sutton Veny ¤ Norton Bavant ¤

Bishopstrow ¤ Tytherington

Friends of Sutton Veny Flower Show

Sutton Veny Flower Show Committee

 would like to invite you to a

Drinks Reception at Sutton Veny Village Hall on 

Saturday 25th February 2012 from 7pm

We would like to find more volunteers

 to lend a hand for an hour or so on the day

to help make the 2012 Show a success

If you are interested in attending please call Julia on 01985 840382 or email: 

jules.tuff@btinternet.com by 15th Feb 2012

Quiz Night

27th January 2012

Start: 7.00pm

Sutton Veny Village Hall

£9.00 per person;

Including fish and chips as a supper

Bar available

Raffle Draw

Prize’s for winners

For ticket purchase phone Henry Sandoe (01373 832895) or William Hall on (01373 832893).  Tickets available on first come first served basis

All proceeds will go towards the Kingdown School Tanzania Fundraising Group.

VALENTINES

PRIZE BINGO EVENING

Thursday 9th February

Sutton Veny Village Hall

Come and join us for a fun, friendly and inexpensive evening out

Doors Open 7.30pm, 

Eyes Down 8.00pm 

Tea/coffee and homemade biscuits

Proceeds to Sutton Veny Pre-School 

SUTTON VENY PRE-SCHOOL

The Pre-School Committee held its AGM in November and reviews of the Pre-School’s last twelve months were heard from the Chair, Treasurer and Pre-School Leader.  The last year has seen the introduction of a number of changes at the Pre-School, which have involved a lot of hard work on the part of staff and committee members.   The Chair was pleased to report that the Pre-School seems to be seeing the benefit of those changes as our attendance numbers continue to rise with new families from the village and wider community joining the group.  The Committee has also been pleased to welcome a number of new parents as committee members, who will take a role in running the Pre-School and upon whose support the Pre-School heavily relies.

As always, the month of December was spent by the children and staff busily making the usual festive preparations and depleting the Pre-School’s stock of glitter!  The children once again enjoyed a shopping trip to Warminster on the bus to buy ingredients for their Christmas cakes, which they later made and decorated at Pre-School.  The children took their cakes home at the end of term to share with their families.  The children and staff also delighted parents, grandparents and siblings with this year’s Christmas nativity performance of “Round the Back”.  The children and staff told the story about a very grumpy innkeeper and his wife (played by two staff members) who are very unhappy about being disturbed by Mary and Joseph and their many visitors to the stable (the children).  As usual, the performance prompted lots of laughs and a few spontaneous moments but all ran smoothly despite the very brief rehearsal time and the children performed brilliantly.  The Pre-School raised the sum of £145 from the sale of DVDs of the performance and refreshments which has been sent to the RUH Forever Friends Appeal. 

On the last day of term, the children enjoyed a Christmas party and a visit from Santa.  Not wishing to be left out of the festivities, staff, committee members and parents met up for a very enjoyable evening out at the Woolpack just before Christmas.

Everyone at the Pre-School is looking forward to a busy term ahead.  The Pre-School will be holding its second Open Morning of the school year on Tuesday 31st January 2012 between 9am and 12.00 noon.  Parents and children are welcome to drop in at any time during the course of the morning.  If you know anyone who may be interested in attending the Open Morning, please pass the details to them. 

The Pre-School will also be holding its “Valentine Bingo” fundraiser at the Village Hall on Thursday   9th February with great Valentine- themed prizes to be won.  Doors open at 7.30pm, eyes down at 8pm.  If you would like to support the Pre-School and fancy a friendly, informal evening out then we’d love to see you there.    

For queries about the Pre-School or to arrange a visit, please contact Mrs Gay Woods (Pre-School Leader) on 01985 840057.  You can also visit our website for further information - www.suttonvenypreschool.co.uk

.
WILTSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST

NATURE RESERVE FAMILY EVENTS - SPRING DELIGHTS

Join us as we take a walk around our nature reserves enjoying the delights of Spring.  We will be using nature to inspire us to create some natural pieces of artwork out on site and to take home.  Don’t forget to wear your old clothes for this one!

Dates and Venues:

Lower Moor Farm : Wednesday 15th February, 10.00am to 12.00 noon

Langford Lakes: Friday 17th February, 10.00am to 12.00 noon 

Please remember for all our events, all children must be accompanied by an adult.  Please wear suitable clothing and footwear.

Our activities are specially designed for children under the age of 12 years

Admission:  £3.50 per child, under 3’s free

For more information and to book a place please call: Lower Moor Farm (01380) 725670 or Langford Lakes (01722) 790770 as appropriate.

iPOD TOUCH FOR SALE

iPod Touch, 4th Generation 32GB (Black) cost price £249.00 will sell for £200.00.

Unwanted present - never used or taken out of original box. Please contact Beverley Wallis 840370.

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE AVAILABLE FOR SELF-DRIVE HIRE

Local communities’ charity Community First has a wheelchair accessible multi purpose vehicle for hire.   It is based at Community First’s offices in Devizes and can be driven using an ordinary car licence.  It can carry up to four passengers plus one wheelchair which can be wheeled straight into the vehicle. 

The vehicle is ideal for families who want to take a loved one out for the day but who could not do so ordinarily because the family car cannot accommodate a wheelchair user.

The vehicle is also available on a self-drive hire basis to not-for-profit community organisations with or without wheelchair accessible transport needs (such as sports clubs, church groups, schools and groups for older people).  The vehicle costs 15p per mile plus £4.70 per hour* to hire (*hourly charge only applicable when passengers are being carried).  A charge for fuel used is also applicable.

For more information, please contact Sheila Martin at Community First on (01380) 732817 or e-mail transport@communityfirst.org.uk.

“Village Diary”

If you would like your event included in this Diary, please contact Gay Woods, tel. 840057

January

Tuesday 10th - Wylye Valley Flower Club, Practise Evening

Wednesday 18th - Back2-52 Open Meeting 7.30pm

Friday 27th - Tanzania Fund Raising Group Quiz Night, 7.00pm

Tuesday 31st - Pre-School Open Morning

February

Wednesday 1st - WI Lite, 

Thursday 9th - Pre-School Bingo

Tuesday 14th - Wylye Valley Flower Club, “Joseph Paxton From Gardener to Grandee”

Saturday 25th - Friends of Sutton Veny Flower Show drinks reception, 7.00pm

March

Tuesday 13th - Wylye Valley Flower Club. “Dreams” demonstration by Carol Evans

April

Tuesday 10th - Wylye Valley Flower Club, “Bring Me Sunshine”, Katie Baxter

May

Tuesday 8th - Wylye Valley Flower Club, “Let’s Go To The Movies”, Marie Munday

Saturday 19th - Wylye Valley Flower Club, Plant Sale 10.00am to 1.00pm
SV Village Hall Management Committee meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 8.00pm. Visitors are always welcome.  Contact Yvonne Trudgett on 840212

SV Parish Council meets on the first Thursday of the month at 7.00pm.  Members of the public are welcome to attend.  Contact Melissa Atyeo on 840821

SV Women’s Institute meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.  Contact Chris Hirst 840394
WI Lite meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 8.00pm.  Contact Lyndsey Regan on 840998
Wylye Valley Flower Club meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm, Contact Mrs. P. Martin on 212476

FEBRUARY 2012 NEWSLETTER  All items for the next newsletter by 10th February please to Colin Baker, 4 Greenhill Gardens, Sutton Veny.  Tel. 840033

email: colin.baker2@virgin.net
VILLAGE HALL CONTACT DETAILS- 

Bookings for the hire of the hall - 

Mr & Mrs Dennis Trudgett (tel. 840212) 

Chair - Mrs Gay Wood (tel. 840057)

Hon. Secretary. Yvonne Trudgett. (tel. 840212)

