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Jean Miles WALKER / MILES-WALKER

Jean Nellie Miles-Walker was born at Hamilton, Tasmania on 16" November, 1878 to parents Alfred Miles & Louisa
Mary Glover Walker (nee Wilkinson). Her birth was registered at Port Sorell, Tasmania as Jean Nellie Walker. (The
date of birth recorded on her Attestation Papers was recorded as 16" November, 1879).

Jean Nellie Miles-Walker enrolled at the Collegiate School, Hobart, then trained at Hobart General Hospital from
1903-06.

A reference (not dated) from Molong Private Hospital, Forbes Street, Darlinghurst, Sydney, NSW reads:

“This is to certify that Miss Jean Miles Walker of Molong Private Hospital is quite competent in all branches of
nursing (Being in charge of above hospital) & further that she is in good health & physically for active service. (Sgd
Stratford Sheldon).”

Jean Miles-Walker was a 35 year old, single, Nursing Sister from Tongay, Culwalla Street, Hurstville, NSW when she
joined the 2" Australian General Hospital, Australian Army Nursing Service (A.A.N.S.) on 21% September, 1914 at
Ismailia, Egypt. Her religion was Church of England & her next of kin was listed as her mother (father deceased) —
Care of A. E. Walker, Tongay, Culwalla Street, Hurstville, NSW. Jean Miles-Walker stated that she had served with
A.AN.S. since 1906.

Nursing Sister Jean Miles-Walker embarked from Sydney on HMAT Kyarra (A55) on 28" November, 1914. (Records
also state that Jean Miles-Walker embarked on Euripides on 20" October, 1914). A note at the foot of the Australian
Imperial Force — Nominal Roll (Embarkation Roll) - “38 Nurses embarked at Melbourne 5™ December, 1914”.

Nursing Sister Jean Miles-Walker left Alexandria & joined M.E.F. (Mediterranean Expeditionary Force) & transferred
to Hospital Ships & Transports for duty. She was on duty on Hospital Ship Gascon from 2" September, 1915.

Nursing Sister Jean Miles-Walker was on Dardanelles Transport Duty — she returned & reported for duty on 12"
December, 1915.

Nursing Sister Jean Miles-Walker reported for duty & was attached to No. 1 Australian Stationary Hospital at Ismailia
on 22" January, 1916. She was appointed Temporary Matron of No. 1 Australian Stationary Hospital & was to have
the Temporary rank of Matron while holding the appointment.

Nursing Sister Jean Miles-Walker joined 15" General Hospital at Alexandria on 4" September for temporary duty.
She was “transferred elsewhere” on 25" September, 1916.

Nursing Sister Jean Miles-Walker embarked for U.K on Karoola from Alexandria on 25" September, 1916.

Nursing Sister Jean Miles-Walker was mentioned in Despatches on 1% October, 1916. (London Gazette — 1
December 1916; Commonwealth of Australia Gazette — 19 April 1917)

Nursing Sister Jean Miles-Walker was attached to 3" Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on 5™ October, 1916.

Nursing Sister Jean Miles-Walker was to be Matron at No. 3 Australian Auxiliary Hospital (A.A.H.) on 8™ October,
1916.

Matron Jean Miles-Walker was awarded Royal Red Cross 1% Class decoration on 1 January, 1917. The Royal Red
Cross is a military decoration awarded in the United Kingdom and Commonwealth for exceptional services in military
nursing. Recipients are entitled to use the post-nominal letters “RRC".

Awarded the Royal Red Cross, 1st Class

The undermentioned lady is awarded the decoration of the Royal Red Cross in recognition of her valuable services
with the Armies in the Field:-

Matron JEAN MILES WALKER

(Third Supplement No. 29886 to London Gazette — 29 December 1916; Commonwealth of Australia Gazette — 29 June 1917)
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Royal Red Cross 1% Class

Matron Miles-Walker was granted leave on 10™ March, 1917 & rejoined from leave on 24" March, 1917.

Matron Miles-Walker was detached from 3™ A.A.H. on 10" July, 1917 & proceeded overseas to No. 5 British
Stationary Hospital, France. She reported for duty at Dieppe on 13" July, 1917.

Matron Miles-Walker was to be Matron at No. 3 A.G.H. (Australian General Hospital) at Abbeville & reported for duty
on 7™ September, 1917.

Matron Miles-Walker proceeded on leave to the south of France on 14" January, 1918 & rejoined 3™ A.G.H. from
leave on 6" February, 1918.

Matron Miles-Walker was posted to 5" Stationary Hospital at Abbeville for duty on 24" April, 1918.

Matron Miles-Walker proceeded to report to Administration Headquarters, London from 5" Stationary Hospital on 4"
October, 1918.

Matron Miles-Walker was attached to 2" Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Southall for duty on 6" October, 1918.

Matron Miles-Walker was detached from attached duty with 2" Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Southall & marched out
to No. 1 Group Clearing Hospital at Sutton Veny, Wiltshire on 19" October, 1918. Matron Miles-Walker was attached
for duty at No. 1 Group Clearing Hospital at Sutton Veny, Wiltshire on 19" October, 1918.

Matron Jean Miles-Walker died at 18.00 hrs on 30" October, 1918 at the Military Hospital, Sutton Veny — Sisters
Quarters of Influenza Pneumonia.

A death for Jean N. Miles-Walker, aged 38, was registered in the December quarter, 1918 in the district of
Warminster, Wiltshire.

Matron Jean Miles-Walker was buried at 3 pm on 3" November, 1918 in St. John the Evangelist Churchyard at
Sutton Veny - Grave no. 15. From the burial report of Matron Miles-Walker - Coffin was polished EIm with heavy
brass furnishings — Deceased was buried with full Military Honours, the coffin draped with the Australian flag being
borne to the graveside on a Gun Carriage preceded by a Firing Party and Band from the 1% Australian Training
Battalion. Six Captains of the A.I.F. supported the Pall. About 40 members of the A.A.N.S. and 30 Officers and 300
N.C.0O.’s and Men followed the remains to the graveside. Representatives from Administrative Headquarters,
Headquarters A.L.F. Depots in United Kingdom and all A.l.F. Training areas attended the funeral. Numerous wreaths
and floral tributes were placed on the grave.

Matron Jean Miles Walker was entitled to 1914/15 Star, British War Medal & the Victory Medal. A Memorial Scroll &
Memorial Plaque were also sent to Matron Miles-Walker’s mother — Mrs Louisa Miles-Walker (Scroll sent August,
1922 which was returned & redespatched in December, 1922. Plaque was sent February, 1923). However the
Victory Medal was apparently returned to Base Records by Mrs Louisa Miles- Walker as it did not include the “Large
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oak leaf” that was apparently issued with the medal. Several letters were written back & forth & it appears that the
British War Medal was returned by Mrs Miles-Walker — thinking it was the Victory Medal without the oak leaf.

The CWGC lists Matron Jean Miles Walker, of Australian Army Nursing Service as the daughter of Alfred and Louisa
Miles Walker of “Allowah” Dunburra Rd, Bellevue Hill, Sydney. Born in Tasmania. Awarded R R C.

Matron J. M. Walker is commemorated in the Hall of Memory Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial,
Canberra, Australia on Panel 188.

Roll Of Honour WW1 Australion War Memorial Canberra, Australio

Matron Miles Walker RRC is remembered on the 1914-1918 Australian Army Nursing Service Plaque located at
Angelsea Barracks Museum, Davey Street, Hobart, Tasmania.

1914-1918 Australian Army Nursing Service Plaque (Photo from Monument Australia — Arthur Garland)
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Jean Miles Walker is also remembered on the Collegiate School Honour Roll located in Collegiate Girls School, 218
Macquarie Street, Hobart, Tasmania.

Collegiate School Honour Roll (Photo from Monument Australia — Arthur Garland)

Matron Jean Walker is one of the names remembered on a panel on the Roll of Honour Tablet that is beside the
Five Sisters Window in York Minster, Yorkshire, England. The Tablet bears the names of representatives of many
associations, services and corps, including Queen Alexandra's Royal Naval Nursing Service, Queen Alexandra's
Imperial Military Nursing Service, Women's Royal Air Force, Women's Land Army, and the Canadian,
Newfoundland, Australian, New Zealand and Union of South Africa Army Nursing Services.

— - .

-

INAMES OF WOMEN OF THE b DGV IENS
v NOF THI ‘|5.‘u -+ [';uml‘ul/lm_mm.z m;wzv.

Five Sisters Window in York Minster
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The wooden memorial screen (right) is in the North Transept of York Minster. Each door bears the crest of a regiment and written
inside are the names of the women who served in that regiment and were killed during the First World War. The doors can be
opened by anyone to view the names inside.

The screen also records that the Five Sisters window in York Minster was restored by women in memory of their fallen comrades.
The window is now a memorial to the women who gave their lives in both World Wars.

J. M. Walker is also remembered on the newly installed Nurses’ Memorial located in Edinburgh’s Central Library.

REMEMBRANCE WORLD WAR ONE CUIMHNEACHAN

QHECH A]CXBI’II’H s lmp"ial HODGSON.EM Sister JORDAN, L Sazer MACINTOSH.R
HOOK, FML Assistant Norse MINSHULL, A M Saater MACLEOD,M

Military Nursing Service HUGHES. GC Staff Nor < z z SUTHERLAND.B G Sser  MACPHERSON.A
e . JACKC s  Dedicated to the memory of the Scottish, Irish, Welsh,  ouguiicm Suer MCORMID.JM

ARMSTRONG, ERR Sister JOHNSON.AM Sister H ini 3 irli MCDOUGALL.A
SR s Jomsionyy  swmes  English and Dominion Forces’ nurses who lost their lives . Koy Mg Rty

BATES. FM Probatioser  JONES. B! Chiel Hatron as a direct consequence of their war service. Service MCGINNIS, MG
BEAUFOY.X Matron JONES, GE Sister MCKAY, EV
BENNET,HS Suff Nurse JONES.LH Sister BICKNELL. LA Sea¥f Nurse MCKENZIE.MA
BERESFORD.RR StffNurse  KEARNEY.IM Sister BRENNAN, KA Nurse  MCLEAN.RM
BERRIE,C Sister KEMP, CMF Staff Nerse WALSHE, MA Staff Nurso DEA’I‘H SHALL BOLTON, GE CLARE.E Sister MELLETT.H
BIRD,LE Stalf Nuese KENDALLRE Sister WATSON. EH Saff Nurse BOUSFIELD.MC DICKINSON.R Sea Nurse MUNRO, MFE
BLAKE,E Suff Nurse  LEALHL Staff Nurse ~ WATSON,M Norse NOT Sl LEN CE BOWSER.IT GLADSTONE, EM Sazer PRINGLE, EL
BODE-B8LANDY. SR Sister MACBETH,MA Staff Nerse WELFORD.A Sister BROWN, WM GREWAR.GA Sasor ROBERTS, JO
BOLGER.K SufiNuse  MACGILL.MM Matron  WILLIAMS.K Saff Nurse BYTHEWAY.G HENNESSY. M SuffNurse  ROGERS,NG
BOND,EM Sister MACKENZIE, | Norse WILLSON. N Staff Nurse THEIR STORY | CHADWICK.ME KNOX, HM Sater ROSS, A
BRACE.F SuffNurse  MANN.AG SuffNurse  WILSON.CM Sister | CHADWICK.H ® MCPHAIL,I SufNurse  ROSS.EG
BROWN, EL Sister MARMION,M Nurse WILSON, ME Sister CHAPMAN, MO MOORHOUSE, EA Sater SAMPSON,MB
BUCKINGHAM. MA Matroa MARSHALL, MB Staff Nurse WRIGHT, HE Staff Nurse COLES. DKM ! MORETON,LG Sister SARE.GI
BUCKLER.AE Suff Nurse  MASON.F Staff Nurse ) CONSTERDINE.VC MOWBRAY. NV S Nurse  SPARKS.E
BUTLER.SE Sister MCALISTER,C Staff Nurse Oueﬂl Alexandra’s RO)‘3| CRAGGS.MO MUNRO, GE Sisser STAMERS, Al
CALLIER EFM Sister  MCGIBBON.RA siser  Naval Nursing Service CREWDSON, DML O'GRADY,AV Sater  TEMPLEMAN, )
CHALLINOR, EA Sl Nurse  MCROBBIE, JE Nurse DICKSON.MC O'KANE,R Sl Nurse TRUSDALE.A
CHANDLER.DM Sister  MEIKLE.C Nerse ;é:::‘::‘m‘ 3 ;‘:: DUNCANSON. UM PORTER, KAL Sster  TUPPER.A
CLOUGH, M SuffNuse  MILNEM B e e P! FAITHFULL FM POWER.K Sater  WAKE.GMM
COLE.EH Sister  MORETON.A Mo DS CN e USEAENS Norsb, | FAASER 0N RIDGWAY,DA SufNuse  WHITELY.AE
COMPTON, FD Ser  NICOL.C o g R (MANGHD Nurse  HACKETT.VCH ROTHERY,E St Nurse New Zealand "
CONSTERDINE.VC  Stalf Nurse O'BRIEN.M Norse cRIGst i Sher MARLEY.GM Predationer N““\“"»A‘.’ STAFFORD, MF Seaf Nurse !w. ealan 'Arm_y
COOKE.EX Stff Nurse  OXLEY,EM S etT AN ol MARNOCH. M8 SuffNuse  HARDING.IL THOMSON, AM sa#nurse  Nursing Service

COOPER, A Sater  PARKER.EX Maron ) e MELORUM.I Sister  HARTMAN,E TYSONFIC sl s
CORFIELD, AB Sister  PARTRIDGE,CH Staff Nurse MILNE. ML Sater  HERITAGE, ¢ afl Nurse

T WALKER, JM Matron
ROWLETT.OK Sists ARK, eal Nur:
CROWTHER,L Sister PEARSE, PA Staff Nurse s MURRAY. M SafNurse  HOGG.F WATSON.BM ANume  CLARK. St Nurse
FOX,CA Sua¥ Nurse

CROYSDALE.M Sstee  PEPPER.ED Probationer  "VILSONA St NODDER, A Nuse  HORRELL.OM Nufle  \wiLLiams,BE Sster

CRUICKSHANK, | Sister PHILUIPS, | Sister Territorial Force Nursing O'GORMAN,EM Sister INGRAM, E Nurse g?;::::ﬁ ;: :urw
DALTON. |G Sster  PILLING.DE Probationer Y PATERSON. || SuffNurse  JONES.LK Norse  Canadian Army Medical Corps . 24 Nurse
DANAHER. M Staff Nurse RADCUIFFE.E8 Sister Service ROBINSON.E Sister KINNEAR, KF Norse v HILDYARD, NM Staff Nurse
DAWES, AE Sistar REID.AC SaffNese  ANDREW,E pee ROWLANDS, HM Nuse  LAMBARDE,BA Nurse  ALPAUGH, AE Sazer ISDELL. HK Sl Nurse
DAWSON, EM Matron RITCHIE, | Suff Norse ASTELL, FE Sioter SAXON.E Staff Nurse LANGDALE, MA Nurse BAKER. ME Sister JAMIESON, ME Saff Nurse
DEWAR.MS Staff Nuese  ROBERTS, AL Siter  BLACKLOCK.AM Sister  SIMPSON.E Nurse  LEEJS Nurse  BAKER.ME Sater LUMLEY.C Nurse
DOHERTY, MA Sistor ROBERTS, E Staff Norse BLENCOWE. ME Shter SMITH.C Seaff Nurse LEVER, Lady BH Nurse BALDWIN, DMY Sater RAE.MH Staff Nurse
DONOVAN. 8 SuffNuese  ROBERTS,) SuffNerse  BRETT,NV Soff Norse  SMITHIES,EL SaffNuse  LIDDELL.L Nuse  BOLTON,GE Nuse  RATTRAY.LA Saff Nurse
DUCKERS. ME Sl Nurse  ROBERTS,MD SuffNese  BRINTON.MG SoffNurse  STANLEY.A Suff Nurse  LLEWELLYN,GV Nurse  CAMPBELL.C Saer  ROGERS,M

DUNCAN.ILM Suter  ROBINETTE,CA Sl Nerse  CAMMACK.EM SuffNurse  STEWART.WB SaffNuse  MALTBY.PM Nurse  CHAMPAGNE.E Nurse ~ THOMPSON.MH

EDGAR, € StsfiNuese  ROBINS,M) Sister  CARLEY.® Assistnt Matron SWAIN.LM Saff Nurse  MAUNSELL. M| Nurse  CUMMING,IK Sater  TUBMAN.EM

ELLIFFE, M Sser  RODWELL.M SuffNwse  CLIMIEAM SafiNurse  THOMPSON.M8  SuffNurse ~ MIDWOOD.L Nuse  DAGG.AS Swer  WHISHAW,MH

EVANS, Sister RUSSELL AM Staff Nerse COLE.DH Sister TREVETHAN.R Seaff Nurse PALMIERI. AE Nurse DAVIS, LA Sazer ) . s
mm,l N Muron  SAW.N SuffNese  COX.MA Saffhrse  VINTER.B SufiNuse  PARROTT.AMA Sser  DONALDSON.G e Nyasaland Nursing Service
FEARNLEY,E SuffNuese  SEYMOUR.CE Probaticeer  ELLIOTT.E Norse  WAKEFIELD, JE Sister  POPE.CML Sster  DOUGLAS,CJ Sater  SALVATOR,M Sister
FERGUSON.R Staff Nurse SHORE,FN Sister ELLIOTT.AM Norse WATSON.D Seaff Nurse POWERS-PEEL. A Nurse DUSSAULT. A Sazer

FOYSTER, EL Suter  SMITH.FE SaffNerse  FLINTOFFA Sster  WHEATLEY.A Sacer  RICHARDS.E Nurse  FOLLETTE.MA sser  South African Military
GARNER, AEC Sister  SMITH.JB Sister  FORBES,BG SuffNerse  WVILLIS.FA Siar ROGERS.HA Norse - FORNERLA Sser Nursing Service
GLADSTONE, EM Sister SMITH.SM Staff Norse GARLICK, HM Scaff Nurse WILLS, ME Suaff Nurse ROSKELL.GL Nurse FORTESCUE, M) Sater 1

GLEDHILL.AE Sister  SPINDLER,N SuffNerse  GOLDSMITH.AAV  Suff Nuse  WOODLEY.AA Sister  RYLEMC Nurse  FRASER, MM Sater  SAKER.EA Self Nurse
GORBUTT.M Swer  STACEY.DL SuffNerse  GREATOREX. |M Sister ages Ik SAMUELSON.LadyLM  Nurse  fREDERICKSON.C Sater  BEAUFORT.K Nurse
GRIFFITHS, JL Sster  STALKER,MS Siter  GRIFFIN,L sser  Joint War Commission ::::55 :15 :"'" GALLAHER, MK Sater :::'::gi: o Sud F;me
GROVER, A Sister  STEPHENSON.GA Sister  HASTINGS,HM Sister " Cross Saci Th Nurse  GARBUTT,SE Sater S s
GURNEY,E: Suff Nuese  STEVENS.LM Saff Nerse  HENSHAW.I Sister Ak Rt (v Sacly VATLORUR Nuse  GRANT.GM Sater pUNN.GR St
HALL.FM Miron  STEWART.EG SuffNese  HILLS, ME Sister
MANNAFORD,ID  SuffNurse  STURT.KR SuffNerse  HOWARD.FG Staff Nerse
HARRISON, WM Sster  TEGGIN,EE SaffNerse  HUMPHREY, EM Sister  ARNOLD,MT
HAWLEY,F SufiNurse  THOMAS,L SaffNerse  IRWIN,WH SuffNuse  BAILEY,W
HAWLEY.N Probaticssr  THOMSON.ER Sister  JAMIESON, |S Saff Nerse  BAIN, AW
HENRY, CE SufiNurse  TINDALL.F Sister  JINKS.M Nuse  BALLC
HETTERLEY.H SuffNurse  TOWNSEND,M SuflNerse  KEMP.EM Siste  BARKER.EF Scattish Women's Hospital KEALY.IL Sster
HILLING.S Sster  TULLOCH.ES SafiNurse  KERR.MT Saff Nwse  BARON.MA KING. JN sser poccian Red Cross
HOBBES,N Sister TURTON, AM Suatf Norse LANCASTER, AH Norse BARRETT. SV EARL,AK Sister LOWEM Siser

HOCKEY, JO Sister  WALLACE.L SuffiNese  MACKINNON,M  SuffNerse  BATESME GRAY,M Sster  MACDONALD.KMM Sster  RYLE.MC

St John's Ambulance Brigade THOMSON,E Nurse GREEN.ME e EOMEADES, CA Saster

Yolustary Aid Detachment WARNOCK, EM Nurse
WILLIAMS, | Nurse
YOUNG, AE Nurse
YOUNG, MAE Nurse
YOUNG.MC Nurse

FITZHENRY.DA Sater
FLANAGAN, MC Probationer
HEARNS.B $taff Nurse
MUNRO, AW

WARDLE. |

WATKINS. JK Sl Nurse

HENNAN.VE Sater
HUNT.M Sster
JAGGARD. |8 Matron
JARVIS JA Sister
JENNER.LM Sater

(125 pages of Matron Jean Miles Walker’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National Archives of
Australia website).

Information obtained from the Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll & Red
Cross Wounded & Missing file) & National Archives.

— 4§ A—
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL H19428
Matron Jean Miles-Walker

L — b —

BIOGRAPHY

Jean Nellie Miles Walker (1878-1918), nursing sister and army matron, was born on 16 November 1878 at Port
Sorell, Tasmania, daughter of Alfred Miles Walker, farmer, and his wife Louisa Mary Glover, née Wilkinson. Privately
educated until 1893, she enrolled at the Collegiate School, Hobart, then trained at Hobart General Hospital in 1903-
06. Having stayed on as staff nurse and later sister, in 1908 she entered private nursing. In early 1913 she
completed six months training in obstetrical nursing at the Women's Hospital, Melbourne, following which she served
as matron of private hospitals at Tallangatta, Victoria, and Darlinghurst, Sydney.

Joining the Australian Army Nursing Service Reserve in 1906 and becoming principal matron in 1909 of the 6th
Military District (Tasmania), Miles-Walker (as she sometimes styled herself) was one of twenty-five nurses who
sailed for Egypt with the Australian Imperial Force in November 1914. After several weeks with the British in
Alexandria, she joined her own unit, the 2nd Australian General Hospital, at Mena House, Cairo. During the first rush
of wounded from Gallipoli she took charge at Mena House while the matron was at the Ghezireh Palace Hotel, also
run by the 2nd A.G.H. 'Never Matron had better assistance’, Ellen Gould later wrote of Jean and her counterpart at
Ghezireh. From September 1915 to January 1916 Sister Walker worked in the British hospital ship Gascon which
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carried patients from Anzac Cove, Cape Helles, Mudros and Salonika to Malta, Gibraltar, England and Egypt. She
was next attached as temporary matron to the 1st Australian Stationary Hospital at Ismailia, Egypt, where wounded
from the battle of Romani were treated.

When the 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital opened at Dartford, England, in October 1916, she had been promoted
matron. In the following July she became matron with the A.A.N.S. staff of the 5th British Stationary Hospital at
Dieppe, France; from September 1917 to April 1918 she acted as matron of the 3rd A.G.H. at Abbeuville,

replacing Grace Wilson. While the allies retreated towards Amiens in April, the hospital was used as a casualty
clearing station: its remaining twenty-four nurses cared for some 1800 patients—many of whom were badly
wounded—as bombs fell in the area. After a further term at Dieppe, Matron Walker went to London and on 19
October was attached to the 2nd A.A.H. at Southall. When working in the 1st Group Clearing Hospital at Sutton
Veny, Wiltshire, she fell ill during the Spanish influenza epidemic.

Jean, who had never married, died of influenza on 30 October 1918 in the British military hospital, Sutton Veny, and
was buried in the graveyard of nearby St John's Church. She had been mentioned in dispatches and awarded the
Royal Red Cross (1st class) in 1916.

(Australian Dictionary of Biography)

— - PE—

Newspaper Reports

AWARDED ROYAL RED CROSS

Matron Walker was born in Tasmania, and is the daughter of Mrs Miles Walker, formerly of Hobart, and now residing
at 7 Woolcott-street, Darlinghurst. She was trained at the General Hospital, Hobart, and later received an
appointment at the Melbourne Women's Hospital. From there she became matron at Kallangatta Hospital. Latterly
she was sister in charge at a private hospital at Darlinghurst.

Matron Walker left Sydney with the first nurses in October, 1914, and went to Egypt, where she was matron at the
Heliopolis Hospital. She was transferred to Malta, and later to France.

She is now in charge of a large military hospital at Dartford, Kent. Her brother resides at Hurstville, and all her sisters
are nurses.

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW - Wednesday 03 January 1917)

DEATH OF DISTINGUISHED NURSE

News has been received by cable that Matron Jean Miles Walker, youngest daughter of the late Mr

Alfred Miles Walker, of Tasmania, and of Mrs Walker, of, Woolcott-st. Darlinghurst, died at Sutton Veny Military
Hospital, in England, of bronchial pneumonia, on October 30, after four years of active service. She left Sydney on
October 10 1914, on the troopship Euripides, and landed at Alexandria on December 4 of the same year. In Egypt
she did duty in various hospitals, and at the beginning of September, 1915, she went on transport duty on H.M.H.S.
Gascon to Lemnos and Gallipoli. Then Nurse Walker went to Salonica with No. 29 General Hospital. From here she
returned to Ghiezireh, and was soon after appointed matron of No. 1 Australian Stationary Hospital, Ismailia, Port
Said. This hospital was later removed with its full staff in October, 1916-to Dartford, Kent, as No. 3 Australian
General Hospital.

During General Murray's command of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force Nurse Walker was mentioned in despatches
for devotion to duty, and was presented by the King in person with the order of the Royal Red Cross on February, 4,
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1917. By request of Queen Alexandra, she afterwards attended at Marlborough House. In July, 1917, she received
orders to take up duty at No. 5 Stationary Hospital, B.E.F., at Dieppe, and in the following month she was promoted
to No. 3 A.G.H., B.E.P., Abbeville, France. In March, 1918, she returned to her old hospital at Dieppe, and from there
she went to England, where she died. She was a sister of Mr A.E. Walker, of Hurstville.

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW - Wednesday 25 December 1918 )

DISTINGUISHED NURSE'S FUNERAL

A description of the funeral of Matron Jean Miles Walker, of Sydney who died in England after tour years of very
distinguished service, has been sent to his parents in Goulburn by Lieut. A. Carver, who writes from Heytesbury,
Wiltshire:-

Last week the matron of the hospital at Sutton Veney a camp a couple of miles from here died of this Influenza that's
getting about. We arranged to supply the gun carriage and horses to boar the coffin from the R.B.A.A. The funeral
took place this afternoon. We had three officers driving and two cadets as brakes men on the limber. | happened to
be one of them. We moved off from Sutton Veney at the slow march a terrible thing for horses to keep up and we did
the mile to the church in just under an hour. The two brakesmen walked behind the gun carriage, and walking along
side me was Captain Jacks, the Australian V.C. and M.C. and bar. The road was lined with thousands of
Australians, and it made the funeral ceremony even more impressive to see the way every man came up to the
salute as the coffin passed - even little kiddies about 6 years old, seeing all the soldiers doing it, solemnly did the
same. About 100 officers and 200 men attended, besides many others who came along, apart from the actual
column at the slow march. I'm glad | had the privilege of going - it was most Impressive.

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW - Monday 30 December 1918)

THE LATE MATRON WALKER

Letters giving particulars of the death of Miss Miles Walker, R.R.C., shortly after her appointment as matron of the
Australian Military Hospital at Sutton Veny, Wilts, England, and containing many expressions of regret, have been
received by her mother, Mrs Miles Walker, of 7 Woolcott-street, Darlinghurst. Miss Walker received her important
appointment on account of her exceptional administrative ability.

A letter from Sister Violet Aitken, who was with Nurse Walker, says that she died of septic pneumonia, following
influenza. Her illness was the very first time that she had been off duty in four years, which was something to be
proud of. Describing the funeral the sister says; "It was a full officers' funeral, and very widely attended. The coffin
was borne on a gun-carriage covered with a Union Jack. There were about 200 officers present and thousands of
men. People came from far and wide to do her honour. It was a wonderful sight to see all the Australians standing at
the salute while the coffin, which was borne by six officers from the church to the graveside, was passing. A volley
was fired over the grave, and thousands of Australian soldiers stood at the salute while tho 'Last Post' was sounded.
The service was taken by one of our own padres whom the matron knew and liked. The flowers were beautiful.”

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW — Saturday 11 January, 1919)

NURSES’ MEMORIAL
LONDON APPEAL

Twenty-four members of the Australian nursing service either died or were killed on active service during the war.
Their names are included in a list of Dominion nurses who made the supreme sacrifice, forwarded by the Committee
of the Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Hospital Extension Fund in London to the Premier. The extension is to be a
memorial to those women of the Dominions.
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The committee suggests that if 10,000 hostesses in the Empire give a gift tea party—a dance, bridge, whist, or
competition tea—to a few friends, asking them to do the same, a large proportion of the sum required to complete
the extension of the hospital would be found.

The Australian nurses whoso names are on the list are:- Matron J. M. Walker, R.R.C; Sisters H. M. Knox, E. A.
Moorhouse, N.V. Mowbray, G. E. Munro, K. L. Porter, F. I. C. Tyson, B. Williams; Staff Nurses L. A Bicknell, E.
Clare, R. Dickinson, M. Hennesey, L. G. Moreton, A. V. O'Grady, R. O’'Kane, K. Power, D. A. Ridgway, E. Rothery,
A. M. Thompson, M. F. Stafford, B. M. Watson; and Voluntary Workers A. Brennan, Rignall, L.B., and L. Grant.

On the same list are the names of 60 Canadian women, 15 New Zealanders, four South Africans, one woman from
India and three members of the overseas nursing association.

(The Queenslander, Brisbane, Qld — Saturday 9 May, 1925)

MEMORIAL SERVICE
EMPIRE ARMY SISTERS

The women of Melbourne yesterday paid a tribute to the memory of the women of the Empire who laid down their
lives in the great war at a service held in St. Paul's Cathedral yesterday. This service was arranged to coincide with
the service at which the Duchess of York would unveil after restoration the Five Sisters Window in York Minster.

A roll of honor tablet has been placed beside the window bearing the names of representatives of many
associations, services and corps, including Queen Alexandra's Royal Naval Nursing Service, Queen Alexandra's
Imperial Military Nursing Service, Women's Royal Air Force, Women's Land Army, and the Canadian,
Newfoundland, Australian, New Zealand and Union of South Africa Army Nursing Services. A. panel of the tablet
contains the following names of the Australian Army Nursing Service, Australian Imperial Forces: — Matron Jean
Walker., R.R.C.; Sister Hilda Knox, Sister Edith Moorhouse, Sister Norma Mowbray, Sister Gertrude Munro, Sister
Kathleen Porter, R.R.C; Sister Fanny Tyson, Sister Blodwyn Williams, Staff Nurse Louisa N. Bicknell, Staff Nurse
Emily Clare, Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson, Staff Nurse May Hennessey, Staff Nurse Letitia Moreton, Staff Nurse Amy
O'Grady, Staff Nurse Rosa O'Kane. Staff Nurse Kathleen Power, Staff Nurse Doris Ridgway, Staff Nurse Elizabeth
Rothery, Staff Nurse Mary Stafford, Staff Nurse Ada Thompson, Staff Nurse Beatrice Watson; Miss Adele Brennan,
Miss Lydia Grant, Miss L. B. Riggall, V.A.D.’s.

(The Age, Melbourne, Victoria — Thursday 25 June, 1925)

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they
wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone at St. John the Evangelist Churchyard at
Sutton Veny. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with the space between any two words to be counted as an
additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 %2 d (subject to fluctuation).

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by
the Australian Government.
(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921)

Matron Jean Miles Walker does not have a personal inscription on his headstone.

© Cathy Sedgwick 2015




© Cathy Sedgwick 2015




Photo of Matron J. M. Walker's CWGC headstone in St. John the Evangelist’'s Churchyard, Sutton Veny, Wiltshire.
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(Photo courtesy of David Milborrow)
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